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Last month, I announced that starting with our 
September meeting that we’ll be utilizing our 
new and improved website for registration.   
Then right after the newsletter was sent out, we 
realized that the website still wasn’t setup to re-
ceive payments.  So, we had to pivot and go 
back to the former system.  I apologize for any 
confusion.   The new website can now receive 
payments, so look for the invites for the October 
meeting should be sent out through there. 
 
As mentioned last week, Central Ohio ASPE 
members will need to register for a username/
password on our website in order to access the 
Members Only section and to get the member 
pricing for our meetings.  I BELIEVE an email 
will be sent out this week to all current members 
explaining how to sign up for the website.  And 
again, I wanted to note that your username/
password for our site is not linked to your 
ASPE.com login.   
 
If you are not a Central Ohio ASPE member, 
you will still be able to access the website, but 
you won’t be able to access the Members Only 
section and you will only be able to select the 
non-member price when signing up for our 
monthly meeting. 
 
You can check out the new website at:  https://
aspecentralohio.com/ 
 
I know the new website is currently blocked on 
my network at the office just because it’s a new 
site.  If you find that you can’t access the web-
site, you may need to work with your company’s 
IT or try to access the site through a personal 
device or away from your company’s network.   

September In Person Lunch Meeting 
and Technical Presentation 

September 11th, 2023 
 

In Person 

Raymond Memorial 

3860 Trabue Road 

Columbus, OH 43228 
 

11:30 PM—1:00 PM 

$25.00 — members; $35.00 — non-members  
 

SUBJECT: Pipe Hangers and Supports 

SPEAKER: James Baker and Kathy  
  Kirschnik 

  Asc-es (Anvil & Gruvlock) 

 
 

Mike Nickoson 
President 

 
Emails from the new website appear to be com-
ing from president@aspecentralohio.com .  I 
would suggest regularly checking your junk 
email folder, at least in the short term, to make 
sure our emails aren’t being sent there.   
 
Our September meeting is coming up this Mon-
day, September 11th.  I look forward to seeing 
everyone on a regular basis again.  
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Bill Deardurff 
Vice President Technical 

VP Technical—Bill Deardurff VP Education—Brad Fitzsimmons 

ASPE Read Learn Earn 
Every month ASPE publishes a new 12 
question quiz with an accompanying chapter or 
article from one of our publications. Each quiz 
is available for twelve months. Each quiz is 
free for ASPE Members and $35 for 
nonmembers. Through this special series, 
ASPE can help you accumulate the CEUs 
required for maintaining your Certified in 
Plumbing Design (CPD) or Certified Plumbing 
Design Technician (CPDT) status or numerous 
regulatory-agency CE programs. 
 
September – Seismic Protection of Plumbing 
Systems 
Visit https://education.aspe.org/RLE to register 
 
 
Upcoming Webinar – Med Gas Workshop 
This is a live, in-person event October 23-

26, 2023.  The event is being held at: 
(Continued on page 5) 

Hello to all ASPE Members and friends, 
I am excited about seeing you folks again. 
   
The September speakers will be James Baker 
and Kathy Kirschnick with ASC-ES (Anvil & 
Gruvlock).  The topic will be Pipe hangers and 
supports.   
 
We are looking forward to a great year. Our 
topics and speakers are scheduled through our 
May meeting.   
 

Also, I hope you will consider going to the 

Technical Symposium, Sept 28 - Oct. 1.  Go to 

the ASPE.org website for more information.  I 

won’t be able to attend this year but I have 

gone to many of them in the past.  Four days of 

great educational material. 
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Brad Fitzsimmons 
Vice President Education 

IBC, Technologies USA, Inc.– a division of 
Rheem Manufacturing 
121 Walter Gaines Way 

Lawnside, NJ 08045 
 
This 32-hour workshop is based on the 
parameters outlined in ASSE 6060: Medical 
Gas Systems Designer, a new professional 
qualification standard that sets forth the training 
requirements for designers who wish to earn the 
ASSE 6060 personnel certification. Those who 
complete the workshop will receive a certificate 
of training and will have fulfilled the 
requirements to take the ASSE 6060 
certification exam. The ASSE 6060 certification 
exam is not included as part of this workshop. 
1.2 ASPE CEUs will be awarded upon 
successful completion of this workshop. 
The workshop includes:  
• Certificate of completion that proves the 

recipient fulfilled the required training to take 
the ASSE 6060 exam  

• Team-based, hands-on activities, and 
calculations with actual design exercises  

• ASSE 6060 practice exam  
• Copy of NFPA 99-2021: Health Care 

Facilities Code  
• Quizzes to test knowledge retention  
• Design tables and exercises document  
• Justification letter for your employer  
• Calculator and supplies for hands-on 

exercises  
• Lunch, drinks, and snacks are provided each 

day 
What to Bring: A laptop/iPad loaded 
with  Bluebeam or other software for marking up 
pdf design exercises. 
What To Expect: 
• Classroom Hours: 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

each day (Monday – Thursday) Please plan 
flights accordingly. Students must be 
present for the entire class.  

• Attire will be business casual (No Shorts or 
T-shirts)  

• Evenings are on your own  
• Full days with lots of learning 
Investment: 
• $2,000 for ASPE members  
• $2,350 for nonmembers 
 
On-demand Webinars 

(Continued from page 3) Did you know?  You can register for ASPE 
Webinars that you may have missed.  Visit 
https://education.aspe.org/on-demand-
webinars to register and view the library. 
 
ASPE Book of the Month 

Through September 30, 2023, you can 

purchase the digital version (ebook) of 

Domestic Water Heating Design Manual for 

35% off the regular member price. Just enter 

coupon code ASPETechSymposium when 

you check out. 

The fine print: 

• Discount is only available for ASPE members. 

• Discount can be used on the digital version of 

this publication. 

• If purchasing multiple items, the discount will 

be applied only to the assigned publication. 

• The coupon code can only be used once. 

• The coupon code cannot be used on top of 

the Chapter Officer discount. 

Check ASPE Pipeline, social media, and your 

inbox for news of upcoming Book of the 

Month discounts. 
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VP Legislative—Mike Spengler 

Ohio Board of Building Standards Adopts 
2024 Ohio Building Code 
 
The Ohio Board of Building Standards (OBBS), 
at its August 11, 2023, meeting, adopted the 
new 2024 Ohio Building Code (OBC), Mechan-
ical Code (OMC) and the Ohio Plumbing Code 
(OPC) as part of its ongoing process to update 
Ohio’s current building codes and to comply 
with legislation that reduces restrictive, duplica-
tive or outdated and unnecessary language 
within the Ohio Administrative Code. AIA Ohio 
has been working with the OBBS as a stake-
holder, providing comments, feedback, and in-
formation to the Board on the proposed chang-
es to the agency rules. The new code adopts 
by reference the 2021 edition of the Interna-
tional Codes published by the International 
Code Council (ICC).  
 
The new 2024 Ohio Building Code will take ef-
fect beginning March 1, 2024, providing Ohio’s 
design professionals with reasonable time to 
incorporate the changes in projects under de-

sign. While there are differences between the 
2021 IBC and the new 2024 OBC, designers 
can use the 2021 IBC as a guide to the new 
rules. For the specific changes in each of the 
three codes, OBC, OMC and OPC, members 
can view the changes to the IBC version by 
clicking the following links: 
 
2024 Ohio Building Code Rules Effective March
 1, 2024 
 
2024 Ohio Mechanical Code Rules Effective M
arch 1, 2024 
 
2024 Ohio Plumbing Code Rules Effective Mar
ch 1, 2024 
 
The rules listed in the above links only indicate 
those sections that are being amended, deleted 
or changes from the 2021 IBC. 
 
The complete set of codes are expected to be 
available through the ICC via both a printed 
version and electronic version on the website 
www.iccsafe.org by November 1, 2023. The 
printed format will be available for sale in a for-

(Continued on page 13) 
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VP Membership—Tim Firlik 

Tim Firlik 
Vice President Membership 

The Central Ohio Chapter of ASPE is looking 
for new members! Do YOU know of any?? Any-
one that would benefit in Plumbing Technical 
Publications – Plumbing Convention and Tech-
nical Symposiums - Certifications in Plumbing 
Design – Plumbing Codes and Legislation – 
Continued Education Programs and networking 
with peers throughout the plumbing industry. 
Please send them my email address and we’ll 
get them signed up with this great organization. 
tfirlik@cmta.com 

Membership renewal! If you are up to renew 
your membership, remember to do it today! We 
don’t want to see you go!! There is a new option 
to be apart of multiple chapters! If you are inter-
ested, please keep The Central Ohio Chapter 
as your home chapter and signup for as many 
others as you wish for only $80 per chapter. 
You can also take advantage of Multiple-Year 
Membership Renewal. 

 
Save on your ASPE membership dues if you 
join or renew for more than one year! 

• 5% Discount for a two-year renewal. 
• 10% Discount for a three-year renewal. 
 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
Becoming a member of the Central Ohio ASPE 
Chapter provides the following benefits: 
• ASPE Plumbing Engineering Design Hand-

book 
• Bi-monthly subscription to Plumbing Sys-

tems & Design magazine 
• ASPEReport (in Plumbing Engi-

neer magazine) 
• Members Only ASPEnet Access (includes 

access to ASPE Data Books chapters) 
• Publications and Education Programs Dis-

counts 
• ASPE Biennial Convention and Exposi-

tion (even years) 
• ASPE Biennial Technical Symposia (odd 

years) 
• Technical Seminars and Workshops 
• Access to Earn Continuing Education Units 

(CEUs) 
• Technical Books and Manuals (specific to 

the profession of plumbing engineering) 
• Professional Certification / Recertification 
• Continuing Education Opportunities in 

Plumbing Engineer magazine 
• Alfred Steele Scholarship Program 
• Local Chapter Affiliation 
• Monthly Chapter Meetings and Technical 

Seminar Opportunities 
• Networking Opportunities with Plumbing En-

gineers Worldwide 
• Leadership Opportunities (Board of Direc-

tors, Region Chairs, Chapter Officers, Com-
mittees) 

 

Please remember if any of your pertinent infor-
mation has changed that it is your responsibility 
to notify ASPE National and The Central Ohio 
Chapter. You’ll want to do this in order to re-
main on our mailing list. 
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Registration Is Open for the 2023 

ASPE Tech Symposium in Bellevue 

This year’s premier professional development 

event for plumbing engineers and designers, 

the 2023 ASPE Tech Symposium, is being held 

September 28 – October 1 at the Hyatt Belle-

vue in Bellevue, Washington, and early bird 

registration is now available at aspe.org/2023-

tech-symposium until June 30. This is an excel-

lent opportunity for professionals at all career 

levels to engage in productive technical ex-

changes and networking, including: 

• Plumbing engineers and designers 

• Mechanical engineers and designers 

• Sales engineers 

• Estimators 

• Sales reps 

• Applications engineers 

• Technicians 

• Master Plumbers 

• Specifiers 

• Consultants 

• Students 
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Mike Spengler 
Vice President Legislative 

mat similar to that currently offered for the exist-
ing code.  
 
 
DOE Announces New Efficiency Standards 
for Commercial Water Heaters 
 
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has an-
nounced three new energy efficiency actions 
that will save Americans more than $1 billion in 
utility bills every year. The Congressionally man-
dated final standards for commercial water heat-
ers and dedicated-purpose pool pump motors 
along with the proposed standards for residen-
tial boilers will each conserve energy and water 
while cutting harmful carbon pollution. 
 
The efficiency standards being adopted for com-
mercial water heaters, which have not been re-
vised since 2003, will result in significant gains 
in energy efficiency and savings for American 
businesses. For commercial gas-fired storage, 
instantaneous, and hot water supply boilers, 
DOE is adopting a performance standard that 
will require condensing technology for new mod-
els starting in 2026. The energy savings over 30 
years of shipments is 0.7 quadrillion British ther-
mal units, which represents a savings of 5.6 per-
cent relative to the energy use of products cur-
rently on the market. 
 
DOE also released a proposal for consumer 
boilers that would reduce energy costs for Amer-
ican homes by $188 million annually. For gas-
fired hot water boilers, the most common type, 
the DOE is proposing a standard that essentially 
would require modern condensing technology to 
provide efficiency gains. If adopted within DOE’s 
proposed timeframe, the new rules will come 
into effect in 2029. 
 
 
Ohio BBS Memo - Storm Shelter Moratorium 
Update 
 
The Board of Building Standards has updated its 
BBS Memo regarding the moratorium for storm 
shelters in Group E occupancies to include the 
following: 
 

(Continued from page 8) December 2022 Update:  The moratorium in 
R.C. 3781.1010 which prohibited the Board’s 
rules from requiring the installation of a storm 
shelter in any school building operated by a 
public or private school expired on November 
30, 2022.  The moratorium also expired for any 
school building undergoing or about to undergo 
construction, alteration, repair, or maintenance 
unless “financing has been secured” prior to No-
vember 30, 2022. The Ohio Attorney General 
issued Opinion 2019-027 in response to the 
Board’s request for guidance on the meaning of 
“financing has been secured” in R.C. 
3781.1010.  The Opinion is available here 
(https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/getattach
ment/32ebe778-a585-43a5-8df5-
2e553c2a3730/2019-027.aspx) 
 
If you have questions related to information con-
tained in the Memo, please contact the Board’s 
technical staff at 614-644-2613 or at 
bbs@com.state.oh.us  
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I wanted to introduce myself as your new Re-
gion 2 Affiliate Liaison.  My name is Josh Ped-
raja. For those who do not know me, my home 
chapter is Eastern Michigan. I am also a mem-
ber of Central Ohio, Cleveland and Chicago 
(Region 5).  I currently serve as VP Member-
ship for Eastern Michigan.  As an Affiliate, I rep-
resent Patton’s Medical and am passionate 
about MedGas and education on MedGas.  I 
already know about half of the region in chap-
ters and I look forward to making my rounds this 
year and attending the other half in Chapter 
meetings.  If any Chapter is looking for a speak-
er on MedGas topics, contact me! 

 

As golf committee chairman for our chapter in 
Eastern Michigan, one thing I was able to ac-
complish this year was reciprocal hole sponsor-
ships within our Region.  For our First Annual 
EMC Golf Outing, I was able to gain coopera-
tion from the Cleveland Chapter and Central 
Ohio Chapter for a hole sponsorship each.  In 
turn, the EMC Board approved reciprocal spon-
sorships for the Central Ohio golf outing (June 
20th) and the Cleveland golf outing on August 
3rd.   

 

This is a neat idea to have different chapters 
sponsor each other’s golf outings in the immedi-
ate area where it makes sense geographically.  
It would be great if other chapters within our 
Region could do the same thing where it makes 
sense; often times it feels as if our chapters are 
on an island with no support for outings other 
than sharing a few Affiliates and same spon-
sors.   

 

I will try and write a quarterly newsletter article 
for the Region on various topics.  I look forward 
to working with each chapter more than I have 
in the past and look forward to meeting the rest 
of the Region at upcoming meetings!! 

 

If anyone wants to contact me, my contact info 
is as follows: 

Josh Pedraja | Medical Gas/Lab Gas Consul-
tant  

Toledo, OH | Central USA  

PATTONS MEDICAL  

ASPE Region 2 Affiliate Liaison  

ASPE VP Membership Eastern Michigan 
Chapter  

E: josh.pedraja@pattonsmedical.com    

M: 616-307-5968  

Region 2 Affilliate Liaison —  
Josh Pedraja 

Josh Pedraja 
Region 2—Affiliate Liaison 
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ASPE CENTRAL OHIO CHAPTER 2023-2024 
MEETING and EVENT SCHEDULE 

 
September 11, 2023 Pipe Hangers and Supports 

October 9, 2023  Interceptors 

October 20, 2023 Sporting Clays Event w/ASHRAE 

November 13, 2023 Self Regulating Heat Cables 

December 11, 2023 Domestic Booster Pumps 

January 8, 2024  Understanding Pump Curves 

February 12, 2024 Flue Venting Fundamentals 

March 11, 2024  Ohio Plumbing Code Update 

April 8, 2024  Heat Pumps for Domestic Hot Water 

May 13, 2024  Medical Gas Design 

June , 2024  Golf Outing 

President 

Mike Nickoson, PE 

CMTA, Inc 

5455 Rings Rd, Suite 450 

Columbus, Ohio 43017 

614-922-1500 

MNickoson@cmta.com 

 

Vice President, Technical 

Bill Deardurff, CPD 

IMEG Corp. 

855 Grandview Ave. 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

380-223-9458 

william.m.deardurff@imegcorp.com 

 

Vice President, Education 

Brad Fitzsimmons, CPD 

Fishbeck 

One E. Campus View Blvd, Suite 310 

Columbus, Ohio 43235 

614-363-1001  

jbfitzsimmons@fishbeck.com 

 

Vice President, Legislative 

Michael Spengler, PE 

IMEG Corp. 

855 Grandview Ave. 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

380-223-9458 

michael.n.spengler@imegcorp.com 

 

Vice President, Membership 

Tim Firlik 

CMTA, Inc 

5455 Rings Rd, Suite 450 

Columbus, Ohio 43017 

614-922-1500 

TFirlik@cmta.com 

 

Treasurer 

Hanse Cromer 

Steffens-Shultz, Inc. 

525 Industrial Mile Road 

Columbus, Ohio 43228 

614-274-5515 Fax: 614-274-0126 

hcromer@steffens-shultz.com 

 

Administrative Secretary 

Kevin McGovern 

Kevin McGovern & Associates 

1711 Arlingate Lane 

Columbus, Ohio 43228 

614-481-8182 Fax: 614-481-0734 

kevin@kmahvac.com 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Greg Hochstetler, PE, LEED AP 

Speer Mechanical 

5255 Sinclair Road 

Columbus, Ohio 43229 

614-261-6331 Fax 614-261-6330 

ghochstetler@speermechanical.com 

 

Affiliate Liaison 

Tim Gleich 

BWA South Co. Inc 

4501 Sutphen Ct 

Hilliard, Ohio 43026 

614-876-2477 Fax 614-876-0238 

timg@bwasouth.com 

 

AYP Liaison 

Brooke Schroeder 

CMTA, Inc 

5455 Rings Rd, Suite 450 

Columbus, Ohio 43017 

614-922-1500 

BSchroeder@cmta.com 

 

WOA Liaison 

Amanda Jost 

Nibco 

Columbus, Ohio  

614-634-2516 

josta@nibco.com 

Officers 

The Central Ohio chapter of ASPE newsletter is published as a forum for 

its members. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect those 

of the society, the Central Ohio chapter or its editors. 
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THERE’S ROOM 

FOR YOUR AD 

RIGHT HERE! 
 

FOR YOUR ADVERTISING 

 NEEDS, CONSIDER ASPE 
 

  2009 / 2010 Advertising donation: 

    11 issues One Issue 

    Business card size  $  50.00 $  50.00 

    1/4 page ad   $  75.00 $  50.00 

    1/2 page ad   $125.00 $  75.00 

    Full page ad   $200.00 $100.00 

THERE’S ROOM 

FOR YOUR AD 

RIGHT HERE! 
 

FOR YOUR ADVERTISING 

 NEEDS, CONSIDER ASPE 
 

  2023 / 2024 Advertising donation: 

    11 issues One Issue 

    1/4 page ad   $ 150.00 $ 100.00 

    1/2 page ad   $ 300.00 $ 150.00 

    Full page ad   $ 600.00 $ 300.00 


